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God of Truth and Wiſdom to diſpenſe; its Doctrines have 


a direct 'Vendency to moralize the Powers and Faculties, 


and to ennoble and dignify the human Nature; it ſets ite 


tcue Profeſſors free from 4 Abſurdities, and” enthuſi . 


aſtic Delufions ; for, its divine Author taught no Doctrines, 


, ds soch as: will ee M 


Scrutiny, and muſt be owned, by truly wie and judi- 


Chriſtian. 


But he: an Inſtitution, aha wiſely deſigned, e | 
eſtabliſhed, ſhould be fo greatly miftaken, fo unhappily 


perverted, and fo groſsly miſrepreſented, is no leſs fi 


| UrPriz. 
ing than true; and therefore how much to be deplored and 
lamenied } But why is this? How muſt we account for the 


many deluſiye Teneis and deſtructive Errors, which are in- 


duſtriouſiy propagated by a Set of modern Teachers, and 


—4 embraced by ſo many Profeſſors of Chriftianity ? 


Why, as the Papiſts miſtakingly aſſert Ignorance ta 
be the Mother of Devotion, we may truly as e is U 


the Parent of Error, Folly and Deluſion. 


>» 


But to what kind of Ignorance may we  oferibe the 1 ; 


takes of the Teachers, and the Folly of the People in being 
** e n, to an N of the Word ol; 
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cious Perſon, to be well —— and nicely calculated, ati 
ance to diſplay the Power and Mercy of God, as well as ta 
enrich, confolate and Ee Happy the Mind « nds hy true 
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Fe ral "GW, the+holy Beripwres, which are the only ſure Guide, 
8 the beſt Standard, and the moſt certain Criterion, whereby = 


w 


ö to diſcern Truth fro Falſhood, Right from Wrong; but, 
= through Neglect of ſearching thoſe ſacred Pages, the poor 
= People eaſily become a Prey te every ignorant 'enthufraſtic 
_— Preacher that comes in their Way : hence we fee ſuch 2 
Wc. plentiful Production of Novel DoArines, and ſuch an abun- 


2 k * 
* * 


oa dant Fruitfulneſs of extravagant Follies, and deſtructive Er- 
= rors, which are ſo prevalent among us at this Day. 
* 8 Men, Brethren, and Fathers, ſee ye not what an Iuunda- 


tion of Error and Deluſion hath broken in upon us? Obſerve 
you not the Overflowings of Immerality and Vice, which, 
7 like a Torrent, is overſpreading our Land ? Can you be uncon- 
_ = cerned, when the dreadful Effects and baneful Conſequences 


. are ſo viſible and evident ? Alas | Virtue reclines her fainting 

= Head ! Morality is almoſt baniſhed, but in Name The 

= golden Rule of doing to others as we would he done by, is 
neglected and diſregarded ! How few advert tothe plain Re- 
quiſition of the Prophet, Te do Fuftly, lave Merey, and 

walk humbly before the Lord? Surely, it is too plain to be 

denied; the true Principles of the Goſpel are forſaken! 
Chriſtianity has loſt its powerful Influence upon its Profeſſors; 

I and, therefore, the Practice of Morality and Good Norte is 

* ſo much neglected, and ſolittle attended to. O ye Minis 

+ ters, ye profeſſed Teachers and Inſtructors of Mankind, wilt 
not ye attempt to ſtem the rapid Torrent, which threatens _ + 

to carry all before it? There is no Way left, but to retreat , 
to the primitive DoQrines of the Goſpel, the eſtabliſhed 
Principles of the Reformation. Theſe, theſe conſtantly in- 
ſiſted on, and -powerfully inculcated, will, nay, theſe only | 
can be attended with the happy Effects of reclaiming the 
People from Efror, rectify ing their Principies, and effectu- 
ally producing Chriſtian Practices. As for you, my Brethren, 
Brethren-Profeſſors of the ſame Goſpel, let me intreat and 
conjure you, if you would be true Proteſtants againſt the 
Fallacy and Deceit of the Church of Rome, as you would. 
deſire to be Proof againft all DoQrines of Novelty,” all erro- 
neous Principles, all dangerous and deluſive Tenets; would 
you perceive and detect, and ſo b-ware'of deceiving T each- 
ets, Jae "Prophets, hypocritical and pretended Miniſters 5; __ 
in one Word, are ye ſolicitous to come to the Knowledge of . 
the Truth as it is in Feſus, that ſo ye may be ſaved? ſearen 

the 


(%% 


te Ecribidrdeg make this your conſtant Practice ; fad; be 
aſſured, ye are in the utmoſt Danger of being miſled and 
deeeived ; and never more ſo than at preſent : On the one 
Hand, by the proud, felf-prefuming, god-refiſting Ie /; 
on the other, by the credulous, unſcriptural, unmeaning 


Enthufioft, While the former is an open Enemy to the 


Dodrines of the Goſpel, totally rejects every Article of the 
Chriſtian Faith; acts as far wide from the moralizing Pre- 
.cepts of the- Goſpel as from Humility ; the latter, (the En- 
thuſiaſt,) deceives himſelf and others by his mere Pretences 
to Inſpiration z profeſſes to have received the Gifts of the 
Spirit, but gives no Evidence to aſcertain the Truth of it; 
makes ſolemn Declarations of being imward!y moved by the 
Holy Glut to preach to you, and only pretends to pray to 
God for ſpiritual Operations, Influences, and Impreſſions; 
bur; after all, tis plain to the Eye of diſcerning Reaſon, 
he means nothing but to make Gain of his Pretenſions to 
Godlineſs : for, contrary to his moſt ſolemn Pretenſions 
and Profeſlions, he utterly denies any true, real, inward 
Motion, Operation, and Influence of the Spirit: And 
hence doth he bewilder, amuſe, and perplex the Ig- 
norant and Umrary, by teaching unſound, en 
. 


75 * Heed fo 8 PLE f faln 83 
fuch pretended Teachers; for you are liable to be led by 
fuch into a Maze of Auti-chriſtian Errors, and a Wilder- 
neſs of unſcriptural Perplexities; ſo that your Danger, 
through their Means, may not cafily be eſcaped, nor ever 
rectified. It is not atrifling Affair I am now addrefling you 


about; but it is, my Brethren, of the utmoſt Concern,” 


md) of the greateſt Importance: no leſs than your Souls 


are at Stake; nothing leſs than an Eternity of happineſs 


depends upon your being wiſe unto Salvation. For your 
Sakes, and in Regard to your Safety, ſufter ine here to iu- 


troduce ſome of the truly ſcriptural, orthodox Articles of 
the Eftabliſhed Church of England, which, as they are a 
Kind of Epitome, or Abridgment of the Goſpel, I ſhall ſe- 


lect ſuch of them as may beſt ſerve our preſent Purpoſe; 
namely, to try and examine Doctrines and Teachers by, 


to detect Error, and diſcover Truth. By theſe let us de- 
termine our Aſſent to, or Diſſent from ſuch Dodtr! ines as 


5 are 


1 


669 


wee — h l and I am verily perfuaded, we ſhalt 


elcape Error, avoid Deluſion, and be freed from Miſtakes. 


Perhaps, a fond Attachment to « our excellent Eftabliſhed 
Church (of which l am a Member) may infſuence me rather 
to fix on this Form of ſound Words, oe other of hu- 
man Compoſition: be it ſo; Tam (think) herrin juſtified, 
foraſmuch as theſe Areicles are ſapported by, and built 
upon the Holy Scriptures I herefore, I unconcerned 
whar aur Modern Teachers aud new-pretended Divines 
think or ſay of me; if they diflixe, and ave aſhamed of our 
Articles, am not: For, all cur Chilltinn Biſhops, (God 
bleſs them ') and all ear Church-Parfons, (Lord have 
Mercy om them!), they al own 1hem, and ſubſcribe to them, 
ay. and [wear to them too; and they are publicly printed 
in cur Common Prayer Pooks: For what Uſe think ye ? 
hut that we thoald read them, know them, de jinſtructed 
inthem, and always abide by them. God grant, Brethren, 
that we may! For, if we age happily intereſted in the 
great Truths they contain, vain will be all the artful at- 
tempꝛs, ſubtle. Næſigus, and nefarious Stratagems af Men, 
deflitute of the Truthz io miſlead, per vert, or delude "us 


To this End, I fha't now lay the Articles 3 von, 
make ſome Strictures upon them, and draw forove App'i- 
eations fram them, as. 4 go along 3 God give us a right 
Judgment! We begin with che nen 2 We ar 
Garth: gin, l 11 


WI Orĩg zal { 2M Gandeth not in ** following of: Alam, 


* (as the Heluttant do vaintyralk) but it is the Fault and. 
Corruption af the Nature of every Man that naturally is 


„ gendered of the. Off-ſoring of Adam, whereby Man is 
© very. far gone from Original e and is e 
4. bis oon Nature 1 8 ro ba. bas 73 , 


This the Fe/coiansof ald ge hoe this be e er 


Telegiant, who pretend to great Knowledge, white ignorant 
of themſelves, and Strangers to the Corruption abd Depra- 
viry of theiy own Hearts, 4%. „ hough, at the fame 
"Lime, they ave ſtanding Monuments of the Truth cf this 
Nactrine; and, whether they helieve ar confeſs it ar not, 


their outward Hions plainly evince the inherent Power of 
orginal 


> 


1 

5gnal Sin; their not ſeeing, not knowing, and not 
feeling it, is only one of the ſtrongeſt Proofs of their belzig 
under original Flindnelſs and Infſenſfibility. And yet, ſuch 
as theſe, truly, ſer up for Guides and Teachers of others, 
Know them, Brethren : Diſcern them you mar, ou 
ought 3 and for your Soul's fake, avoid ſuch. Attend not ta 
their fwect Sy rena-Sorgs, Teſt you are thereby lulled afleep, 
upon che Waves of Deſtruction. Take theſe Marks with 
you. Yourſelves, Prethren, judg= of their Doctrines by 
them: For, our Articles plainly declare the miſerable State 
and Condition of Man, of every Man that is born into this 
World; F rſt, in the Loſs of original Righteouſneſs, cr 
the Image of God; and Secondly, as poſſeſſed with a con- 
wary Image; therefore is cf His own Nature inclined to 
Evil. Here behold the true Picture of the ſo much boaſtcd 
Dignity of human Nature! Thus is Man painted out by 
our Article; thus is Man deſcribed by the Oracles of 
Truth z and to this melancholy Account doth every true 
Chriſtian readily ſubſcribe, and every carnal, natural Man's 
Actions fully demonſtrate it. Ay, bur, (ſay our new 
Doctor, and modern T eachers,) this is too dark a Shade, 
c too ſable a Drels, too degrading of the human Nature ;” 
and, therefore, they tickle the Ears, pleaſe the Pride, and 
flatter the Vanity of the human Mind, with their wnedi/y- 
ing Fargen, unſcriptural Harangues, and ae Encomiums 
on the Moral Rectitude, Virtue, and Digmty of Man. 
Bur, Brethren, would ye avoid an unſkilful Pnack in Sur- 
gery, who, inſtead of ſearching and probing a Wound, ia 
order to procure the Soundneſs and Health of the Body, 
ſhould flightly heal and ſkin over the Parts aggrieved, 
while PutrefaQtion and Rottenneſs is at the Pottom, where- 
by the Life of the Patient is deſtroyed ? So theſe Puacks 
in Divinity are much more to be dreaded ; inaſmuch as the 
Life of the Soul is of infinitely more Value than that of 
the Body. I have heard our true, ſtaunch, Church AA 
. nifters, diſtinguiſh ſuch Flatterers of human Nature by the 
Appellations of fleek Divines, downy Deftors, and velvet- 
mouthed Preachers, Pretty and ſignificant truly and the 
Apoſtle deſcribes ſuch, ſaying, They ſerve nat ile Lord Je- 
ſus, but their 6wn Bellies, and by god Werds and fair 
Speeches they deceive the Hearts of the Simple; for, as they 
don't preach agreeable to the Articles, ſo neither do they 
| | EY chooſe 


(8) 


chooſe Seripture Language, nor Apoſtolic Diction, en 
Compoſitions. For, our Article next declares, 


* Therefore, in every Perſon born into the World, it 
4 (Original Sin) Jean God's Wrath and Damnation.” 


What a ſtrange Phraſe is here! God's Wrath and Dam- 


* / © Ah, (ſay our neu- fangled T eathers,) we are not 


ſo uncharitable, to ſuppoſe any Perſon in the World de- 


„ ſerving of God's Wrath and Damnation, What an 
& unpolite, uncouth Set of Men were we Compiler, of 


ec theſe Articles!“ 


Say you ſo? Pray let me obſerve, that, However wa 
faibionable this Dodrine may be thought by ſome, how- 
ever obſolete and harſh the Expreſſions may ſeem to others 
of our airy faſhionable Preachers, Truth it is; it is the 
Doctrine of Scripture 5 and thoſe venerable Compilers 


Jpake as the Oracles of God, Aud is it not better, far better, 


or the Sinner to be made ſenſible of his Danger. and to hear 
that he deſerves God's Wrath and Damnation, ſo as to ef- 
cape it now, by flying to Feſus, the only Refuge for Sin- 
ners, than to be Blinded by flattering Deceivers, till he 
falls a Sacrifice to God's Wrath and Damnati:n, in a dread» 


ful Eternity hereafter ? This you muſt affent to; this you 
will not deny. 


But, our Article farther declares; © This Infection of 
© Nature doth remain in them that are regenerated.” Re- 
ee how? By Iafant-Baptiſm only? No, the 

enzrate do not reſt on the outward and viſible Sign, 
but are made Partakers of the inward and ſpiritual Grace 
By the quickening and puritzing Operations of the 
Loiy Spirit, a Principle of ſpiritual Life is implanted i in 
them (and, take this by the Way, without experiencing 
this, Infant-Baptiſm will not, cannot profit any Perſon to 
Salvati — . :) 80 that ſuch, and ſuch only, are ſenſible of 
the different Luflings of the Fleſh, and of the Spirit; and, 
though there is u? Condemnation to them that believe with that 
Faith which is of the Operation of God, and are baptized with 
the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, ““ Vet Concupiſcence and Luft, 
« ſaith the Article (that is inward. Deſires and Luſtings) 
cc hath the Nature of Sin ;” ard therefore againſt them every 
child of God ſtrives and fights, till he obtains the Victory. 


But 


48.50 


But, alas] in theſe Days of Modification and Befine- 
ment, if the outward Actions are only ſomewhat decent, 
moral, and regular, no I houglit or Concern is taken about 
inward , Depravity and Heart-Wickedneſs. But, What 
amazing Horror, what trembling Dread will ſeize on ſuch, 
when a Hceart-ſcarching God ſhall diſcover, before Ange s 
and Men, the vilenefs, hypocriſy, and Deceitfulneſs of 
the Heart, and, to the ſpeechleſs Condemnation 'of all 
miſerable Diubers and Soul Deceivers, they ſhall be forced 
to own (when too late to be reCtified) that their inward 
Parts were very Wickedneſs, and therefore they ſtood in 
Need of being r-n-wed in the Spirit of their Minds, as well as 
their outward Actions to be reformed and moralized. 


And, as the former Article ſhews the Wretchedneſs and 
Sinfulnefs of our ſtate by Nature, the next Article (10) 
aſſerts the Helpleſſneſs and Inſufficiency of our Con- 
e a ae 


d The Condition of Man, fince the Fall ot Adam, is 
„ ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by. his 
„ own natural Strength and good Works, to Faith and 
© calling upon God: Wherefore, we have no Power to 
«©. do good Works, pleaſant and acceptable to God, with- 
* out the Grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, that we 
„ may haze a good Will, and working with us, when we 
c have that good Will.” | 


Deceivers will came, ſaith the Scripture z we believe it, 
ſaith our Church, and, therefore, we eſtabliſh Articles 
at once to ſettle, the judgment of our Members, aud to 
guard them from erroneous Novelty. And are not theſe 
Deceivers already come ? Is not their Name Legian? Do 
not falſe Teachers ſwarm among us, who tell us, (without 

ever mentioning the preventing and co-operating grace of 
God,) that Man has Free-will and Power to turn and pre. 
pare himſelf, and to do good Works, by which he is to 
recommend himſelf to the Favour of God? Are not 
theſe the favourite Doctrines of this Day? Don't we con- 


ſtantly hear ſuch unſcriptural, antichriſtian Te nets daily 
advanced, both from the Pulpit and the Præſ:? 3 


o * 
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Ak tha at reverend Gentleman in BLAck, Sir, What 
muſt I do te be ſaved?” And you will find his Anſwer as 
novel and as modiſh as the Faſhion of his dreſs. He's too 
polite / to diate the old Scriptural Anſwer, Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus, But, „ practice Morality, and do good 
Works, and you are ſafe“ Was you to reply, in the 
Words of the Article of our Church, „Sir, 1 have n- 
« Power to do good Works, pleoſant and acceptable to God 
« without the Grace of God by Chriſt” —< Pſha, pſha, pri- 
* thee don't tire and teaze me with your Methodiltical 
6 ow and Enthuſiaſtical Nonſeaſe,” would be the Re- 

Man's Power, natural Ability, and unaſſiſted Free- 
5 are his favourite Themes, inſtead of Free grace, ſuper- 
natural Power, divine and ſpiritual Aſſiſtance. Lord, 
have Mercy on the Sheep that are under the Care of ſuch 
a Shepherd! Now, whatever Honour and Re pect is due 


to * Miniſters of Chriſt, how much ſo ever we are to /- 


teem ſuch highly in Love for their Works ſake, yet our Saviour 
points out to us, and cautions us againſt Lind Guides, and 


falſe Teachers. To the Law and to the Teſtimony, then; 


and if Miniſters ſpeak not according to the ſacred Oracles of 
Truth, we may fairly conclude they have no light in them. 
Therefore it is our greateſt Wiſdom to reject their Doc- 
trines as unſcriptural agg Er; oneous. 


But, Brethret, let me plainly and briefly apply my ſelf to 
every one of you on thetwo foregoing Articles. Do you know 
yourſelt ? Are you ſenſible of your real Eſtate ? Are you made 
ac quainted with your true Condition? Do you know and feel 
your Miſery and Want, as a Sinner? Are you enſible of your 


don Weak neſs and Inſufficiency to turn and prepare yourſelf? 


Do you ſee your Inclination and Proneneſs to all Evil and 
Sin, and your Averſion and Diſaffection to all Holineſs and 
Godlineſs? If you do not, have not thus ſeen yourſelf 

of all Gocd, and full of all Evil, deſerving God's 
Wrath and Damnation, it is plain you are blind even unto 
this Dav ; and, farther, you never prayed in all your 
Life- Nay, don't ſtart , dis plain Truth: You cannot, you 


dare not deny it before God, and our own Conſcience. For, 
Prayer is à breathing out the Deſires of the Soul before 


God, under a Seuſe of Diſtreſs, and the want of Mercy, 
an Lan humble Dependance on God for Relief and Redreſs. 
But, how could you pray to be delivered from Sin, Evil 
and Danger, when you never ſaw it, never felt it, and 
| was 


5 


was never ſenſible of it, and, conſequently, could have no 
Deſire to be delivered from it:? Po 5 


But you ſay, Surely, I have gone to Church, and 
prayed“— That you have gone to Church, and repeated 
the folemn Words of our excellent Liturgy, is not denied; 
but even then and there you red the Sacrifice of Fools, 
and ſolemnly mocked God, while you pretended to addreſs 
and worſhip him. Elfe, how could ou dare to tell God 
you were a miſerable Sinner, deſire him to have Merey upon 
von; tell him there was no Health in you; that you wer? 
tied and bound with the Chain of your Sint; and thit ths Re- 
membrance of your Sins was grievous unto you, and the Burden © 
of them intolerable, while you neither felt nor experienced 
ſuch a State? Surely, the moſt dreadful! Hypocrify” this! 
The moſt fatal and dangerous Deluſion poſſible l! 

if 13 | rau! 

But if not only your Head is enlightened, and your 
Judgment informed, but your Heart alſo truly coneſcted, 
and humbled before the Lord, with a View of - yourſelf, 
as deſcribed: by our Scripture Articles; bleſſed Knowledge 
Happy Senſibility! For this you are indebted to the Di- 
vine Grace, and heavenly Teachings of the Holy Spirit, 
of whom you learn to “ caſt away all human Confidence, 
* all Dependence on the Arm of Fleſh only, and to fly to 
« Chriſt for Help and Succour—with a Lord ſave, or J 
« periſh : for, the Heart of Man, by Nature, is eſtranged 
e and alienated from God and Chr//?, would try every other 
4 Means, and ſeek for Salvation in any Way, rather than 
& accept it as a free G:ft from Ciriſt. To caſt away all 
„ Self-Rightcouſneſs is grievous to the Heart, in its natu- 
ral State of Pride, and Affectation of Independency. 
C Man would ſtill be as God, ſtill work out and merit 
„ for himſelf his own Salvation: And he muſt be driven 
to the laſt Fxtremity, ſee the Inſufficiency of Law and 
« SELF, of. Morality and Works, before he can caſt away 
&« all other Confidence, and apply ts Jeſus with a Lord fave, 
« or I periſh. It is Faith alone which can avail the 
“ Soul, and thus we muſt apply, if we would obtain the 
Gift of God in Chriſt ; utterly renouncing all Self-De- 
« pendence, and perfectly aſſured, that he is able and 

Writs B 2 n willing 
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* willing to ſave to the uttermoſt.“ Vea, God, for 
Chriſt's ſake, will enrich your Souls, and comfort your 
Spirits with the abundant Conſolations adminiſtered in the 
Iith Article, which runs thus : % 


Me (all true Pelievers) are accounted righteous before 
6 God, only for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 
& 'Chrift, by Faith, and not for our own' Works and 
* Delervings: Wherefore that we are juſtified By F AIT 
© OxLy, is a moſt wholſome Doctrine, and very full of 


Comfort, as is more largely expreſſed , in the Homily of 


& Juſtification,” ; 


Here is true Proteſtant, Anti-romiſh Doctrine! Bleſſed 
are the Miniſters of our Church, that know and preach 
thus! Happy every Soul that can ſet to his Seal to the 
Truth of theſe Words! God will ſuffer 2 F/eſb ti glory in 
his Preſence : Therefore, in the Jultification, Pardon, or 
Acceptance of a Sinncr, he will magnify the Riches of his 
free Grace, To be juſtified freely, through the Redemption 
that is, in Feſus Chriſt, and to be accounted righteous, for 
the Righteouſneſs of F-fus Chrift on/y, is the only Doctrine 
that can yield Comfort and Conſolation to penitent hum- 
ble Sinners, and Glory and Praiſe to the God ef all Mercy 
and Grace. No, (lay our modern T heologr/ts,) it is by + 

| our 


— 


* Theſe truly ſcriptural and experimental Sentences I hav? taken 
the iber iy to extract from the writings of a t-uly N. heren ant 
learned Divine of our Church. Do not theſe ſavour of Mzthodiſm 
too? Are not theſe allo tinctured with the Spirit of Euthuſiaſm? 
The World is of this Opinion; thy do ſay ſo: But what then? We 
know the taithſul Minifters of Chriſi do not ſeck to pleaſe Men, but 
God They awill neither court the Smiles, xer fear the Frowns of the | 
Men of this World ; neither will they be ſa afraid of the Faces of Men, 
as to be aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; inaſmuch as they, by bapfy 
Experience, know: it is the Foxwer of God to the Salvation of their own 
Souls : Th:-refore all ſuch as know the Truth as it is in Jeſus, will not 
ſhamefully retreat from, deny, or give it up, but boldly preach it; 
yea, they will not ſhun to declare the whole Counſel of God; 
thou-b, for ſo doing, the World is pleaſed to hmnour them ſo far as 
te fix, what they think is the moſt opprobrious Name upon them, even 
that of a METHODIST. 
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„ our own good Works we are to procure the Favour, and 
recommend our Perſons to the Acceptance of God : and 
« wherein we come ſhort, Jeſus Chriſt, by his merits, will 
„ make up the deficiency.” Be aſtoniſhed, O Heavens! be 
amazed, O ye Sons of God /Þbe confounded, O ye Enemies 


of true Righteouſneſs! at the Blindneſs, Vanity, and Pride 


of relying on, or joining the imperfe&t Works and ſullied 
Obedience of fallen Man with the perfect Righteouſneſs, all- 
atoning Merits, and all-ſufficient Sacrifice of the infinitely 
divine and holy Feſus O how long will ye thus pervert the 
right Ways of the Lord} How long will ye trample on the 
precious Blood, depreciate the only availing Righteouſneſs, 
and ſet at nought the all-prevailing Merits of the Sinner's 
Friend, the dear and loving Feſus/ Be filled, O my Soul, 
be warmed, O my Friends, with a holy 1 at the 


* 


o 


daring Inſult and impious Affronts that are offered to Feſus,. 


our God, whoſe Blood and Righteouſ- 


your Saviour and 7 
Plea! 


neſs is your only 


„We don't preach Juſtification by Faith only,” ſay the 
Papiſts : © We are agreed with you,” ſay their Confederates 


I 


in Error,. our pretended Proteſtant, but ſeducing Preachers., 


But why? ©& Becauſe it tends to deſtroy good Works,” ſay. 


both, ©* It is falſe,” ſays our Church; © we experience the 


* 


contrary,” ſay all its true Chriſtian Members. But, truly, 


the Popiſb Teachers are honeſt, upright Men, when compar- 
ed with theſe modern Deceivers : For, it is the avowed 


Tenet of their Church, to deny and explode the DoQrine 
of Juſtification by Faith only; but our pretended Proteſtant 
Teachers, aſſent to it, in the Articles of our Church, as 4 
moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and very full of godly Comfort; and 


brand and ſtigmatiz.e the Contenders for this Scripture-Truth 


yet, afterwards, publicly preach and inveigh againſt it, and 


* 


as a Set of Madmen, Enthuſiaſts, and Deceivers. Pretty 


this, truly! Surprizing is ſuch a ſhare of Aſſurance]! Ama - 
ing ſuch Want of Modeſty! Is this a Specimen of your 


good Works, Reverend Gentlemen? Alas! alas! where is 


common Honeſty, candid Judgment, and impartial Deter- 


mination fled? O ye ſelf-confident, ſoul-deceiving Teachers, 


how can ye look on this Article, without being filled with 
Shame and Confuſion of Face? If Conſcience performed its 
Office, bluſh ye muſt, ye would, at ſuch monſtrous Beha- 
viour, and inconſiſtent Practice. 


But 


EMS 


But, does. our Church depreciate good Works, or deny 
their Uſefulneſs? No; neither do any of its true Miniſ- 
ters or Members; they all aſſent to the Doctrines of the 12th 
Article, that 


« Good Works are the Fruits of Faith, and follow after 
4 Juſtification (not go before, in order to procure Juſtifica- 
* tion) and though they cannot put away our Sins, nor en- 
* dure the Severity of God's Judgment, yet are they pleaſ- 
© ing and acceptable to God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out 
«© neceſſarily of a true Faith, inaſmuch as by them a lively 
«© Faith may be as-evidently known as a Tree by its Fruit.“ 


What a Conſiſtency of Doctrine! What a Harmony of 
divine Truth! What a Chain of Scripture Tenets do our 
excellent Articles afford us! Thank God for antient, ortho- 
dox, - Chriſtian Compilers. From modern, heterodox, 
unchriſtian Teachers, good Lord deliver us ! and let all our 
Church-Members ſay, Amen. 


"You ſee, Brethren, that good Works are the Fruits of Faith. 
Have you received of God the Gift of Faith? Faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby you are juſtified ? Is the Con- 
demnation and Guilt of your Sins taken away? And do you 
poſſeſs Pardon and Peace from God ? Then, I am ſure, you 
muſt love God, and Love is the moſt powerful and ayailing 
Principle to produce good Works, pleaſant and acceptable to 
Cod in Chriſt; for only in Chriſt Jeſus is it our Works are 
accepted; the beſt Work we can perform can't put away 
cur Sins, and endure the ſeverity of God's Judgment: But 
good Works ſpring out neceſſarily of a true Faith, they are 
true Marks and Þoidences of a lively Faith, as the Fruitful- 
neſs of a Tree is an unanſwerable Proof of the Life and 
Soundneſs of the Root. Hence we ſee, by the plain Senſe 
of the Articles, that, without. a true juſtifying Faith in our 
Lord Jeſus, no good Works can be produced; and yet, 
truly, we find many, who pretend to be the only true ortho- 
dox Teachers of our Church, conſtantly exploding and ve- 
hemently. denying the DoQrine of Jufliſication by Faith only. 
Therefore, it is a plain Conſequence and natural DeduQion, 
that the only Marks ſuch give of their Orthodoxy is, that 
they have neither Faith nor goed Works, notwithſtanding all 
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that prating and noiſe they make about good Works. And 
this is more fully proved by Article XIII. which aſſures us, 


All © Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and the 
ﬆ* Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleafant to God, foraſ- 
“ much as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; neither 
* do they make Men meet to receive Grace, or (as the 
& School-Authors ſay ) deſerve Grace of Congruity : Rather 
* for that they are not done as God hath willed and com- 
* manded them to be done, we doubt not but they have the 
« Nature of Sin.“ | | | 


The Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of the Spirit |! 
Why, this is the very Mark and Characteriſtic of an Enthu- 
faſt, to talk of being inſpired, ſay our new Lights, and mo- 
dern Deceivers, But know, it is the only Principle of true 
Chriſtian Knowledge and Practices; for, the Things of God 
knoweth m Man, but by the Spirit of G; and, if any Man 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his ; theſe are ſcrip- 
tural Determinations. He is not a Chriſtian who is not in- 
ſpired by the Spirit of God, neither are any Works pleaſant 
and acceptable to God, but what ſpring from Inſpiration, ſays 
our Church. Inſpiration ſignifies a Breathing inward : 
What? Why, the Vitality, Power, and Graces of. the Ho- 
ly Spirit; and from this inward Principle only, outward 
Actions, good and pleaſant to God, and profitable to Man, 


flow. 


To avoid Prolixity, I ſhall not enlarge; but, really, our 
excellent Articles afford ſuch a Field of Argument to ſup- 
port the Truth, and detect Error, that they are pleaſing and 
delightful 1 hemes to dwell on, though I doubt not but what 
I have advanced is ſufficient, in the Judgment of the igno- 
rant and prejudiced Profeſſors of Chriftianity, to determine 
me a Methodiſt, and Enthuſiaſt. Reader, let me appeal to 
thee: Have I ſtrained one Sentence of our Articles from its 
natural Senſe, and plain Meaning? Well, if, for a ſteady 
Adherence and firm Attachment to the Doctrines of the 
Church of England, I am accounted a Methodift, I am con- 
tent; may I live and die a Church of England Methadifi. 1 
mean not, hereby, any Sect or Party. No, I am attached 
to none. It is the Scripture Doctrines of cur Church I am 
i ee e 88 1 contending 
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contending forz which, whoever does, is ſure to have the 
Appellation of a Methodiſt, 


But, let me expoſtulate a little on this Head with our 
pretended Churchmen. You ſay, you profeſs the Religion 
of the Church of England. I do the ſame: ſo far we agree, 
| believe the Doctrines of her Articles, which are eſſential 
to Salvation, to be truly Scriptural; therefore I own them, 
abide by, and contend for them. Do you do the ſame? { 
fear not. Herein do we not differ? Let us ſee; we will 
bring the Matter to a ſhort Iſſue: a few Words will deter- 
mine the Point. I believe, that Man is very far gone from 
original Righteouſneſs, and is of his own Nature inclined to 
Evil. That original Sin, in every Perſon born into this Wor 1d, 
deſerves God's WRATH AND DAMNATION». T hat every 
Man by Nature is in this State, without Power to turn and 
prepare himſelf, to da good Works acceptable to God. I be- 
lieve, that it is only for the Merits of our Lord and Saviour 


Feſus Chriſt, that any Perſon is accounted righteous before God. 


That our own Works and Deſervings have ns Hand at all in 
procuring God's Favour, no cauſal Influence upon a Sinner*s 
Fuſtification in the Sight of God; but that we are juſtified, 
pardoned and accounted righteous through Faith only, as appre- 
hending and applying the Merits of the blood and righteouſneſs 
of Feſus the Saviour. | believe, Good Works to be the Fruits 
of Faith, that they are the Effects, not the Cauſe of Juſtifica- 
tion : that our Perſons are juſtified before our Works can be 
accepted: And that till a Perſon is juſtiſied by Faith, actually 
poſſeſſed of the Grace of Chriſt, and really inſpired by the Holy 
Spirit, he doth not, he cannot pleaſe God | I believe, the In- 
ſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt as neceſſary to ſpiritual Life, as 
Breath is to natural Life : for as the Body is dead without 
Breath, jo whoever is not inſpired by the Spirit of Chrift, is 
dead to God, and the things of God: and laftly, I believe, 
that whoever is born of the Spirit will bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit, and ſerve God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
all the days of his life. 


Now, this is my Religion: this is the Religion of the 
Bible; the Chriſtian Religion; the Prote/tant Faith; the 
Religion of the Church of England : Is it yours? No, you 
fay, This is all Madneſs, Cant and Enthuſiaſm. Very well 
— Now you are at Liberty to chuſe your Syſtem of Reli- 

| gion; 


— 


enn 


gion; but pretend no longer to be a Member of the Church 
of England ; you have no Right. For, pleaſe to remember, 
you give up, you deny, you explode her eſſential Doctrines. 
Talk no more of being a Chriſtian ; for the very Quinteſſence 
of Chriſtianity, the plain Truths of the Bible, you are 
pleaſed to treat with Contempt and Ridicule. The happy 
Privileges which Chrift hath purchaſed for, and doth enrich 
all true Chriſtaus with, you are pleaſed to look on only as 
religious Madneſs, Folly and Deluſion. And yet, how a- 
mazingly inconſiſtent do you act? What a Scene of Abſurdi- 
ty and Contradiction is your Practice? You go to Church, 
you join the Congregation, and, in the Words of our Church 
Prayers, you aſk and beſeech God to beſtow thoſe very ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſings upon you, which you only eſteem as the 
Flights of Frenzy, the Whims of a diſtempered Brain, and 
fit only for the Portion of Madmen and Fools. Alas, Sir, 
where is that ſober Reaſon and cool Argument you pretend 
to? Where that Candour of Judgment and juſt Determir- 
ation you talk of? Let who will be deceived, you are wrong; 
even your Profeſſion and Practice give full Evidence againſt 
you, and by them you are condemned. | 


Now what avails all your pretending to and contending for 
the Church, the Church, and calling yourſelf a Member there- 
of, when you mean nothing by it ? Why do you boaſt of 
your ſteady Conformity to the Church of England? Do you 
value yourſelf becauſe you have not left your own Pariſh 
Church, changed your Religion, and turned Methodiſt? 
Poor deluded Profeſſor! Not changed your Religion, you 
ſay | Alas, you have your Religion ſtill to ſeck : you only 
profeſs you know not what: you have only: a Name to live 
while. you are dead, dead to God, and to the Things that make 
for your eternal Peace : yea, you are as much a Stranger to 
true Chriſtianity as you are to ſound Reaſon. Iwiſh you 
calmly to conſider theſe Things. May the Lord, in Mercy 
to your precious Soul, open your Eyes to ſee, that you have 
| hitherto aſſumed a Name which in no wiſe belongs to you, 
and reſted in the meer Shadow and Proteſſion of Chriſtianity 
only, while you, to this Day, remain utterly ignorant of 
the Truths of the Goſpel in your Underſtanding, and deſti- 
tute of the Experience of any ſaving Influences of them upon 
your Heart. Miſerable State! Unhappy 'Delufion! And 
yet, for you to treat with Sneer and Contempt, ſuch Per- 
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ſons who act a far wiſer, and a more conſiſtent Part than 


yourſelf, is moſt ſtrange and abſurd, indeed! 


But not ſo doth my Friend Phila/ethes act; he is bleſſed 
with ſound Reaſon, and a ſolid Judgment; he uſes them 
properly, and he acts conſiſtently: though he is favoured 
with the Affluence of Fortune, yet it doth not ſet him a- 
bove a due Concern for his Soul, nor divert him from the 


. moſt earneſt Attention to the One T hing Needful. Philale- 


ties is a CHRISTIAN, one who has not only the Form of 
Godlineſs, but knows and experiences the Power of the Goſ- 


pel in his own Soul, *Tis but a few Years fince the Spirit 


of God opened his Eyes to diſcern the myſteries of the king- 
dom of keaven, and made him acquainted with his Bible, and 
his own Heart; he has weighed the Dofrines of our 
Church in the Balance of the Sanctuary, and compared them 
with the ſacred Scriptures ; therefore he owns and aàbides 
by them; and farther, by happy Experience, and Heart- 
felt Knowledge, he finds and feels the Privileges and Com- 
forts, Efficacy and Power of them upon his Soul. Philale- 
thes has ſeen his miſerable State, and loſt Condition as a Sin- 
ner, and has been made to tremble as an Unbeliever before 
God; he has felt the Force of theſe Words upon his Mind, 
He that believeth not, is condemned ALREADY, and the Wrath 
of God ABIDETH on him. Alarmed and ſenſibly affected 
herewith, he fled for Refuge to -Jeſus. He beſought the 
Lord to reveal Chriſt in him, the Hope of Glory * He cried, 
and the Lord anſwered him to the Joy of his Heart. He 
now experiences an Intereſt in the Redemption which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; and, by Faith he knows, that Feſus is made 

unto 


* 
La 5 - 4 


. * 


* A ſpiritual Revelation of Chriſt to the Heart is here meant, ſuch 
as our Saviour ſpeaks of Matt. xi. 27. when he aſſures us, No Man 
knoweth the Father, ſave the Son, and he to whom the Son will 
REVEAL him. This St. Paul happily experienced when he teſtifies, 
it pleaſed God to REVEAL his Son in me. Thoſe who account this 
Enthuſiaſm, would do well to confider, that it is the En!hufiaſm of 
Scripture, taught by the beloved Son of God, experienced by the bleſſed 


- Apoſile,of God, and which all the Saints of God, all true Chriſtians, in 
all Ages, have been fo enthuſiaſtically hap/y as to be favoured with. 
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unto him of God, Miſdem, Righteouſneſs, Sa ndl ification and 
Redemption, He now ſeels the Peace of God, which flows 
from a Senſe of Pardon, and Juſtification, He enjoys the 
happy Privilege of the Goſpel- Covenant; even the Spirit 
itſelf bears Witneſs with his Spirit, that he is a Child of God, 
and an Heir of Gicry. He lives holy and happy, ever ready 
to do Good unto all Men, affable and courteous in his Beha- 
viour to every one; ſo that none can ſay aught againſt his 
moral Conduct and Behavicur. 


| Such is Philalethes ; ſhall I ſay, univerſally admired and 

. reſpected, reverenced and eſteemed by all his Friends and 

Acquaintance ? Should we not be ready to conclude ſo ? 
But no, this is not the Caſe ; quite the reverſe. His former 
Companions ſay, they pity him, they are concerned for 
him, for, they look on him as one ſeized with religious 
Frenzy; his Head alittle touched, his Brain turned, and he 
is in their Eyes an FxTHUSIAST though they will (till al- 
low he is a worthy Man, a valuable Friend, and, in all o- 
ther Reſpects, he is very well; but as to Religion, There 
lies his Diſorder, and in that he goes too far. Poor Philale- 
Ty * N 


But how does he bear the Sneer and Contempt, Scoff and 
Ridicule he meets with from the World ? I lately took the 
Liberty to aſk him. With an Air ot Eaſe and Unconcern, 
he replied, © As to my Friends, the Men of this World, I 
pity them; they know not the Things that belong unto their 
Peace ; and divine Teachings, which only can inſtru them 
therein, ſo far from ſeeking, they deſpiſe ; though the Word 
of Truth ſo plainly declares, the Things of God knotweth no 
Man but by the Spirit of God: and, therefore, they act only 
as natural Men, furniſhed only with natural Abilities and 
human Acquirements; for, it matters not how great their 
Attainments be in this Way, as God aſſures us, by the Pen 
of his Apoſtle, The natural Man diſcerneth not the Things of 
the Spirit of God, they are FOOLISHNESS unte him, neither 
can he know them ; for this very Reaſon, becauſe they are ſþi- 
ritually diſcerned. So that if Men can count the Things of 
God Fooliſhneſs, I do not wonder that they ſhould eſteem all 
ſuch as profeſs a Knowledge of ſuch Things, FooLs and 
Madmen ? Thus they behave, and thus they honour me 
with the true Badge and diſtinguiſhing CharaQeriſtic of a 

2 CHRISTIAN, 
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CHRISTIAN. TI (continued Philalethes) have been taught 
to know, and lived to experience, that all that will live godly 
in Chrift Jeſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution, Tam content, yea 
rejoice, that I am counted worthy to be'a deſpiſed Servant, 
and Follower of a deſpiſed Lord and Saviour. They ſaid of 
Feſjus, He is nad; it is ſufficient that the Diſciple be at his 
Maſter, accounted mad alſo, But I can affure the World, 
I am not /o mad yet, as to give up the Do&trines of our 
Church, the Comlorts of the Goſpel, for Fear of a Nick- 
Name. No, 1 do not find ſo much Magic in a Name, to 
charm me from Chr:;/t and Heaven. Neither is Reproach ſo 
dreadful to me, as to terrify me into Hell. But (added Phila- 
kethes, with'a Coun'enance that beſpoke thoſe Raptures of 
Joy and Delight which his Heart felt,) thcſe Words of my 
dear Saviour fill my Soul with the higheſt Conſolation, Him 
that confeſſeth me before Men, will I alſo confeſs before my Fa- 
ther. Jo be owned and confeſſed by the King of Saints, the 
Lord ef Life and Glory, the Judge of Quick ard Dead, and 
at a 1ime too when the eternal State of every Soul is ſuſ- 

ended upon the Breath of his Determination, when thoſe 
who have been aſhamed of Chriſt, denied him, and his 
Words, are calling for the Rocks and Mountains to fall en them, 
to cover them from eternal and inſupportable Wrath: I ſay, 
then to be owned with Approbation by God, before Angels, 
Men and Devils; ſurely this Thought is enough! and ii of- 
ten makes me ready to welcome Reproach, and triumph in 
Diſgrace for Chrift, and his Goſpel's ſake. And here I can't 
forbear, (continued Philalethes) introducing the ſtriking 


Vicw, and alarming Deſcription, which Solomon gives us of 


the Difference of Judgment, which a!l ſuch who now make 
a Meck of the Truths of God, and deſpiſe the Followers of 
the bleſied Jeſus, will be Inſtances of in 75a; Day. ® Then 
ſpall the Righteous fland in great Boldneſs before the Face of 
uch as have offlifted him, and made ns Atcount of his Labours, 
When they ſee it, they ſhall be troubled with terrible Fear, and 
they ſhall be amazed at the Strangeneſ: of his Salvation, fo fat 
beyond all that they looked for; and they, repenting and groan- 
ing for Anguiſh of Spirit, fhall ſay within themſelves, This ts 
HE whom we had in Times faſt in Deriſton, and a Proverb of 
Reproach. WE Fcols accminted his Life Madncſe, and his 
End to be without Hentaur. How is HE numbered among the 
| Children 


* Wiſd1m of Solomon, chap. 5. 
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Children of God, and his Lot is among the Saints! You ſee 
they have now changed their Notes; heretofore when, 


they ſpoke of the Children of God, it was, they Fools, 


and they Madmen.. But now, WE Fools, W . repent 
and groun for Anguiſb of Spirit, the very T hing they once 
deſpiſed the Saints for. But, alas! ſuch is the Folly of 
being wiſe too late] dreadful Experience, now to their 
eternal” Miſery,) convinces, them of the Truth of thoſe 
Things which _ eſteemed once only as bet and 
Fable. 


8 Would to God, my Friends, yea the very worſt Enemy 
I have, would, for. their own Sakes, lay theſe Ihings to 
Heart now. Then. would they. no longer fight againſt, and 
oppoſe the precious J ruths of the Goſpel, Which the glo- 
rious Company of the Apoſtles taught, and the Ke 
Army of Martyrs ſealed with their Blood, which the Church 
ſtill "2: wor and which every true Chriſtian is happy in 
thy Experience of. But, whether they will hear, or whes 
ther they will forbear, as for me, (continued Philalethes,) 
animated by theſe Conſiderations, I am in nothing terrified 
by-my Adver ſaries; Jas though they are pleaſed: to brand 
me, even with the ſo much dreaded, n. Name ob 
a METHOD1S . 4% 


| A Methodiſt | Why, really, 'tis a imple and li- 
five Name, and I don't ſee any Reaſon to be aſhamed of 
it; for, I have often thought, and it's well worth Notice, 
that the World don't uſually fix this appellation upon Per- 
ſons of an openly wicked and ſcandalouſly ſinful Life: 
Hence a gaming, pleaſure-taking, Playhouſe- frequenting 
Perſon, one who lives in Debauchery. and Exceſs of Drink- 
ing, is {ure to eſcape the Name of Method; iſt 


Nor has a Miniſter that Name given &. who, not- 
withſtanding his ſolemn Declarations, Subſcriptions and 
Oaths, to aſſent to and abide by the Articles of our Church, 
preaches contrary to them z denics the Fall of Man, 7 — 
nal Sir, contends for Juſtification by Works inſtead of 
Faith; is an Enemy to the DoQtrine of imputed Right- 
eouſneſs; from whoſe Sermons you ſeldom or never hear 
the Name of Jeſus, nor the Agency and Influence of the 
Holy Spirit, urleſs utterly to deny, inveigh againſt, and 

explode 
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explode all ſpiritual Inſtiration and inward Feelings ; he 
will certainly eſcape the Imputation of Methodiſm. 


So again, that decent regular CLERGYMAN, who, 
freed from the ir k ſome Care of Souls, comtortably lolls in 
his Chariot; thinks 'tis Time for him to have done with 
the Labour and Fatigue of Praying and Preaching (for he 
is turned of Forty) therefore has left off Trade, is content 
with a bare ſingle Thouſand Pounds per Annum Church Pre- 
ferment ; he loves, wiſhes well to the Church, (not with- 
out Reaſon by the by) rails at your popular, Mob-driving 
Preachers, (as he terms them, ) is ſure they would not 
take half the Pains they do, if Views of Money-getting 
were not at the Bottom: He alſo, will ſtand very clear of 
being deemed a Methodi/?. | 


Now Reader, what doſt thou think of all fach ? I ap- 
peal to thee, and every honeſt Mind, and unprejudiced 
Judgment, to determine whether a work Name . god 
properly belong to them ? | 


Well, fince it is pln that ſuch Principles and Practices, 
as are contrary to the ignorant, formal, ſinful, Anti- 
chriſtian Miniſters and Profeſſors of the Age, and to abide 
by and contend for the orthodox Articles of our Church, 
is thought ſufficient to conſtitute a Perſon a Methodi}t : 
Therefore, Reader, let me here preſent thee, with a juſt 
and plain Deſcription of a true Methodiſt, ** He is "oo 
„ whom God hath choſen in Chriſt out of Mankind, 
deliver from Curſe and Damnation, and to briog by 
& Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation; he is called according to 
„ God's Purpoſe, by his Spirit working ia due Seaſon 
„ he, through Grace, obeys. the Calling; he is juſtified 
% freely; he is made a Son of God by Adoption; he 
« FEELS in himſelf the working of the Spirit of Chriſt, * 


moniffing | 
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* ««FerLs in bun f the WorKkinGs of the. Spirit of Chriſl.!”? 
Would any one beliewe there are ſuch Wards in the Articles of our, 
Church, when ſuch Puins have been, and now are frequently taken 
from ſo many Pulpits, to prove that all inward Feelings, a'l Fre- 
nſiuns to ſpiritual Oferations, are the Efecis of OP aſm, meer 


„ 
er mortifying the Works of the Fleſh, and his earthly 
© Members, and drawing up his Mind to high and heaven- 
© ly things; he is made like the Image of Chriſt, walks 
&« religiouſly in gd Works, and, at length, by God's 
&« Mercy attains eveflaſting Felicity.“ 


O happy Methodifls / Bleſſed Deſcription ! Thioſe 
who chooſe to give a better are at their Liberty; for 
my Part, I am tenaciouſly fond of our Church Lau- 
guage, and therefore have tranſcribed the Words of the 
17th Article, in order to form this bleſſed Character. 


'- And here, Brethren, may we not obſerve, how highly 
dignitied, how undeſignedly honoured a'l the faithful, 
ſcriptural, orthodox ' Miniſters and Members of our 
Church are, by Miniſters and Perſons of a contrary 
Character ? FD oe 772 | 


Tell me, ye blinded by Prejudice, ye heated with Re- 
ſentment, ye pretended Miniſters and Members of our 
Church, tell, prove to the World if ye can, wherein ſuch 
Miniſters in the Church, as ye are pleaſed to call Meths- 
diſts, have departed from, or advanced any one Tenet, 
contrary to the orthodox Articles of our Church. If 
they have, look them in the Face, and, by'the Judgment 
and Determination of the Scripture and Articles, corre& 
and refute them. 


But it not (and no ſuch Charge has hitherto appeared) 
how mean, baſe, and deſpicable is it to attempt to load 
them with Odium, Contempt, and Infamy behind their 

. Backs ? 


1 9 8 ) PR * 4 
5 — ä 1 — — 
— — — — ——— 
— 


Madneſs, Cant, Folly and Delufion, &c. And yet what is moſt 
amazing, theſe very Perſons have declared their Aſſent and Conſent 
to theſe very Words, yea, have preſented themſelves for the Mini ſtry, 
with the moſi ſolemn Declaration, of being 1inwAarkDLY MoveD 
by the Holy Ghoſt ts take upin them that holy Function. Strange 
Effet of ſpiritual Blindneſs! Aﬀedi "g Conſequence of religious 
Madneſs! As ſuch Perſons are beyond the Reach of cool Argument 
and ſolid Reaſon ; they are the real Objedts of Pity and Compaſſion : 
May they be the Subject of every pious and reaſonable Chriſtian's : 
Prayers ! | g 
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Backs? Is it their Crime to boi ſo unpolite as to make 
Conſcience of their Oaths and Subſeriptions, and to preach 
and abide-by the excellent and Apoſtolic. Doctrines of our 
Church? Is it for their Love to, and Zeal-for the Sal- 
vation of precious and immortal Souls? Is it becauſe the 
Sheep know their Voice, and follow them as true Shepherds, 
therefore do the Hirelinss hate, contemn, and deſpiſe 
them? Weep, O my Soul, in ſecret before the Jord, on 
Account of that Oppoſition to the Goſpel of Jeſus, and 
Unkindneſs to his Miniſters:! Rejoice, 'O-my Soul! Be 
thankful, O my Fellow: Sinners, to the great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of Souls, in thus caring for, and ſending forth 
theſe beſt Friends, trueſt Sons, and moſt faithful Miniſ- 
ters of our Church! 


And bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, for enduing them 
with that Spirit of Boldneſs and Conſtancy, whereby they 
declare the whole Counſel of God, no Man making them afraid. 
I-know and-am. perſuaded all that love our Lord Jeſus in Sin- 
rerity, will feel the ſame Warmth of Zeal and fervent 
Affection to all the true, faithful Miniſters of Chri/t, and 
- will (as Ido from my Heart) -honour, reverence, and e/- 
term tem . Love, for their Works ſale. 


BY matters very little to hear the many envenomed mouths 
crying out Enthuſiaſm. Reader, take Knowledge of that Re- 
verend Gentleman; he is Rector of St. 8 Church, 
and leſt the People ſhould be drawn away from him, by 
hearing the Doctrines ofthe Church of England preached, he 
denies theſe true Miniſters the Pulpit, and ſays they are 
Enthuſiaſts, becauſe his craft is in danger; and the People, 

as ignorant as himſelf, join the Crx. 


An Enthufcaſt! What is that? Oh, it is the Cant Word 
of the Day for the many-headed Monſter ; the Bugbear of 
the Times, thrown out by thoſe, who are influenced by 
the Father of Lies, whereby many weak and inconſiderate 
People, are deterred and affrighted from the Truths of 
"Chriſtianity, All the true Minifters of our Church are 
now called Enthuſiaſts, By this Name they ſtand diſtin- 
guiſhed from the lazy Drones and unedifying DivINEs. 
But, Reader, when thou, heareſt of a Miniſter, whom the 
World calls an hk aft, don't ſuffer this to prejudice thee 

_ againſt 
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againſt him 4 affure thyſelf he's worth a take 
my Advice, hear him for thyſelf. Advert to thy Bible, an 
attend to the Articles of our Church, and if thou haſt any 
Relith for the Lruths of the one, and the Doctrines of the 
other, I warrant thee, thou wilt not be diſappointed. 


« Ah, (ſays a conſtant Church-goer,) I heard one of 
© theſe Sort of Preachers at our Church lately, where he 
<* preached ſuch a Sermon about Converſion, the oy” 
% Birth, Juſtification by Faith in Jeſus Chri/t, lnſpiratic 
* and Sanification of the Spirit, and a Heap of ſuch Ta 
* cf I know not what all! ay, and he ſaid downright, that 
all unconverted People were in a State of Damnation, and 
e that nothing could ſave them from Hell, but believing 
© on the 1.ord Jeſus: a ſtrange Fellow | Truly, he ſer 
c our Pariſh in an Uproar, for we are never uſed to 
ec ſuch Sort of Doctrine; no, not we. But, the next 
„ Sunday, our 2 2 preached a Sermon aga'nſt all ſuch 
„ Docti ines; for, he is a bitter Enemy to all ſuch Preach · 
de exs, and their Eier, and ke 225 he was * re 
„than a quarter of an Hour in his Sermon, Ee he paid 
tc them off about. their Inſpiration and Faith, c. ay, and 
© he made us all caſy again too: Oh he is a brave Man! 
„% He told us, We were in no Danger of going to Hell, and 
„ that there was ao fear of ur being damned, far we were 
« all wery good. Chriſtians, if wwe faid every ang their own, 
** and did,as we would be done by, and kept ts our Church and 
* Sacrament. Ihat's the Preacher far me.” 


Surely, at this Day is that Word, fulfilled, 7 . 
propheſy falliy, and the People love to have it ſo. 
Reader, the Preaching of too many who call 7 
Migiſters of our Church, is more he Hcatheniſh Mo- 
5 — Scriptural bee 5 fears beware of 
A 


But it is objected, ce That your Methodiſts are Enthu- 
* fiafts, begauſe they pretend to, and contend for the 
4 E Rot the eiche A heavy Charge this indeed ! 


And is this what you mean by Enthuſiaſm ? Are all 
that pretend to be Zen by the Spirit Entſuſiaſtt ? 


1% Yes, doubileG.” ſay our Modern Teachers, and un- 


chien Profeſſors | dell then, if ſo, is not every Mi- 


niſter 
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_ niſter of our Church an Ent huſiaſt, or a Deceiver ? For 
they all, at their Ordination, ſolemnly profeſs to be in- 
evardiy moved Ly the Holy Ghoſt, to take on them the holy 
Function; and alſo the Biſhop pronounces on them, Re- 
c-ive ye the Hi Ghoſt, Hence; it is plain our Church pre- 
requires th- Neceſſity of an inward Call and Inſpiration of 
the Spirit to the Work of the Miniſtry ; and, therefore, it is 
expected they muſt receive the powerful Influences and 
Operations of the Hehn Ghoft, as though without them they 
cou'd not be true Miniſters of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt : 
And it has been before proved, from the plain Declarations 
of our Articles, that, without the Inſpiration of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, none can be a true Chriſtian, or do any good 
Works 
Put, if by an Enthuſiaſt is meant a Deceiver, one that 
fancies kimſelf, and pretends to be, what in Reality he is 
not: I declare to you, Reader, 1 do not know a worſe 
Sort of | nthuſiaſm, nor a more dangerous Set of Enthu- 
 ſiaſts and Deceivers (Deceivers both of themſelves and 
others, let common Senſe and right Reaſon determine the 
Point) than thuſe Miniſters who ſolemnly profeſs to be in- 
 "avardly moved by the Holy Ghoft, pretend to receive the Gift 
of the Holy Spirit at their Ordination, aſſent, fubſcribe, 
and ſwear to the Articles of our Church, in which the Ne. 
ceſſity of Inſpiration is ſo ſtrongly inſiſted on; uſe the moſt 
excellent Form of eur Church Liturgy ; conſtantly pray to 
God for the Infpiration, Guidance, and Operations of the 
Holy Spirit: And yet, after all this, (O dreadful Hypo- 
criſy before God! O amazing Soul -Deluſion !) can jeſt, 
jeer at, and ridicule all ſpiritual Influences and inward 
Operations; deſpiſe and contemn the honeſt, faithful, ſpi- 
ritual Miniiters of our Church. For what? Why, only 
becauſe they preach conſiſtent with the avo ed Tenets of 
that Church they profeſs themſelves Miniſters of, and plain- 
ly declare ſuch Doctrines as their Articles, Homilies, and 
Liturgy fully fer forth. Eurely, an honeſt Heathen would 
bluth at ſuch Behaviour. No Wonder ſuch are ſo much 
deipiſed and ſet at naught, who make themſelves, by their 
Abſurdity, ſo contemptible in the Sight of Men. 


But, it is farther urged againſt our truly reverend and 
SOoſpel-Miniſters, That they are not content with 
„ the common and ordinary Operations of the Spirit, 

'T cc but 
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© but they talk of, and contend for the extraordinary and 
t miraculous Gifts cf the Holy Ghoſt : therefore they are 
« Enthuſiaſts.” This is falſe; they neither expect, nor 
ſee any neceſſity for the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt : 

But they contend for (agreeable to Scripture) the promiſed 
inward Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, to enlighten, 
convince, convert, and make happy the true Chriſtian, 


by his indwelling * itneſs, and comfortable Preſence ta 
the Soul. 


Neither are their Pretenſions to Inſpiration * unorounded 
« and unwarranted” as others object, and therefore ſay 
they are Erthufisſts. ] his kind of Pretenſion may be re- 
duced to two Sorts, for Matter, and for Manner. Fer 
Matter, when Perſons pretend to Inſpiration of Gd for 
1 hings contrary to Scripture, which God hath given us 
as a ſtanding Rule to the World's End. But our Minif- 
ters pretend to no ſuch Inſpiration, ſeeing they conſtantly 
inculcate the Doctrines of our Church, which are agree- 
able to the Scriptures ; Yea, they preach ſuch Inſpira- 
tion only, which the Word of God promiſcs to every true 
Chriſtian. Therefore, they are not Enthuſiaſts. 


For Manner, when Inſpirations are expected to exclude 
and ſuperſede the Uſe of Reaſon, Scripture, and all Divine 
_ Ordinances. Such as pretend to theſe are proper Enthu- 

feaſts. But our faithful and Orthodox Miniſters preach 
the rational Ecripture Doctrines of the Goſpel nly. They 
don't ſet up Heathen Morality inſtead of Chriſtian Practices, 
nor do they teach Man's natural Ability, to the Exctuſion 
of God's divine Grace, nor exalt the Works and Righteoul: 
neſs of ſinful Man, in order to ſuperſede and fer at Navght 
the meritorious Sacrifice and | POLLEN of Fus Chrift. 
No; but they inſiſt on the Ræaſonebleneſe of being endued 
with ſpiritual Life, and ſpiritual Power, in order to pro- 
duce ſpiritual Actions; they ſcripturally tech, that Faith 
and every other good Gift and Grace, is of the Spirit'e 
Inſpiration; and they therefore direct Souls to a diligent 
Attendance, and conſtant Waiting on the Ordinances, "a"d 
to eſteem them as Channels, wherein God is utually pleaſed 
to inſpire into the Soul divine Grace and fp! ritual Intlu— 
ences: Therefore, they are not EA. 


D 2 And 
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Add now, Reader, by fuch plein, ſeriprüral and inkal- 
lible Marks, we may know and diſcern the true Goſpel- 


Miniſters of our Church from Entſuſiaſis, becauſe they 
aſſert and preach that true Chriſtianity is wrought in the 
Soul, by the Infuſion and Inſpiration of the Spirit only, an- 
thorized by the Word of God; and, agreeable to the 
Voice of our Church, they conſtantly declare, No one can 
be a Miniſter of Chr/f? without being called to and qualifed 
for the preaching of the Goſpel, by the Spirit of Chritt 
enly. Neither can any Perſon be a true Chriſtian, but 
through the animating Power and Agency of the blefied 
Spirit. For, all godly Miniſters and Chriſtians do enjoy 
this in the Working and Increaſe of ſupernatural Grace; 
For, Grace is not the Work of Nature and Reafon, let 
heretical Pe/agians and modern graceleſs Seducers fay what 
they pleaſe) but of the Spirit only. | 


The Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit are promiſed 
in the Goſpel, to be with Chriſt's Church through all 
the ſucceeding Ages To what End? But to carry on, ef- 
fectuate and apply, the Pleſſings and Comforts of Chrift's 
Redemption to the Soul of every Member; to give them 
an Earneſt of tlie purchoſed Inheritance in their Hearts here, 
and to qualify and prepare them for the enjoyment of the 
Kingdom of our Lord Feſut, in a_ bleſſed Eternity here- 
after? This the Word of God affyres us of; this every 
truc Chriſtian happily knows by bleſſed Experience; and 
this the Church of England teaches us conſtantly ro pray 


for and expect in her Offices and Inſtitutions; yea, in the 


Communion- Service it is aſſerted of all her true Members, 
% We dwell in Ciri/fl, and Chriſt in us; we are one with 
*& Chriſt, and Chrift with us.” | 


But by Men of corrupt Minds, deſtitute of the Truth, theſe 
antient Doctrines of the Bible, and of our Church, now 
are deemed New Doctrines, the Preachers of them railed 
Againſt as Innovatzrs, and from many Pulpits the People 
are told (by Way of Prejudice againſt them) that “ they 
© draw People away from the Church, and cauſe Schiſm 
« and Diviſion.” Draw People from the Church, and 
cauſe Schiſm | Might they not with equal propriety call 
them Preſbyterian Papiſis, and Tay they ſet the Stone Walls 
of the Church on fire; for, Nonſenſe can never be under- 
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ſtood; but the Difeerning and Judicious will always te jedt 
Abſurdity and Falſhood. Is it Schiſm conftandy to preach 
and ineuleate the avowed Dottrines and Tezets of the 
Church? And it is edvious, even te an Offence to ſome, 
that at whatever Church the faithful Gos yer Miniſters 
pecach, numereus and crowded tegations attend. New, 
is not this a ſtrange Way of drawing People /rom the Church, 
and cauſing Schiſm ? 


Lf But then, who me thoſe that follow them?“ Why, 
perllaps, many of your Pariſhionets go to hear them. ““ Ay, 
that is it, they draw People away from their own Parith 
Churches. Do they ſo? Why really, Mr. Parſen, Truth 
is a very defirable Thing, and never more fo, than when 
Religion is cencerned. Now the Caſe is plainly this: Wheg 
a Perſon is not content to take up his Religion upon Truſt, 
but reads with Attention and Diſcernment the Word of 
God, compares the Doctrines of our Church with the Bible, 
and obſerves the great and fundamental Truths therein con- 
tained, either not preached at all in his ows Pariſb Church 
or, what is worſe, openly inveighed againſt, denied, and 
ex ploded— (Such as, the Doctrine of Original Sin, the In- 
ſufficiency of Works to juſtify the Sinner, the Merits and 
Righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus, 2 through 
the fame by Faith; the Neceflity of inward Helineſs and 
SanQtification by the Holy Spirit, Sc.) I ſay, when a Per- 
ſon ſees the Weight and Importance of theſe Tacred Seripture 
Truths, it is the very Delight of his Soul to hear them 
preached ; he abides by the Dectrines of the Church of 
England, not by Profeſſion merely, but through Principle 
chiefly. 0 | 


And *tis eaſy to be accounted for, that he takes fome 
Pains to follow the Voice of the Church, and to attend the 
Sound of her Doctrines wherever he can hear it; and even 


thinks it an Unhappineſs he can't hear them preached at his 
own Pariſh Church. Oo. 


Now, Doctor, you fay 'tis wrong, and you blame People 
for rambling away from their own Pariſh- Churches; but is 
it not worſe in you to forfake your own'Church-Dorines ? 
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"Tis true, there are many who forſake the Stone Walls and 
Buildings of their Pariſh Churches; but why? For this ve- 
ry Reaſon, becauſe, their own Pariſh Prieſts have departed 
from the conſtituent Principles and eſtabliſhed Doctrines of 
our Articles, Homilies, Liturgy. And pray now, who is 
in Fault? Not thoſe Miniſters who preach the Doctrines of 
the Church of England, nor thoſe who are ſo attached to 
the ſame as to led them; but thoſe who drive them a- 
way from their own ſtated Pariſh Churches, by preaching 
contrary to the venerable Scripture-Truths, and cannot be 
content with the Religion of their Forefathers, the Doctrines 
of the Reformation, but muſt broach ſome new-fangled 
Tenets, and preach only the poor, dry, unavailing Syſtem 
of Heatheniſh Morality, inſtead of the lively, animating, 
powerful, truly-moralizing Truths of the Goſpel. 


Therefore, let Clericus, and his Brethren, who are ſo of- 
ten haranguing againſt Schiſm and Separation, know that 
the Schiſm reverberates, and the Charge of Separation 
recoils back upon themſelves, while they are guilty of 
Schiſm in Doctrine, and cauſe Diviſiens in the Church by ſe- 
parating from the precious 'Truths, the avowed Tenets of 
our excellent Eſtabliſhment. 


But there is one Expedient, which, from my hearty Zeal 
for our Church, and warm Affection to the Clergy, I would 
humbly recommend to them (Oh that they may be Influen- 
ced to put it in Practice!) It is this, to preach conſtantly, 
maintain ſteadily, inculcate fervently, the eſtabliſhed Doc- 
trines of our Church, the glorious Truths of the Refor- 
mation. Now, who would think there could be any Ob- 
jeCtion againſt this Method? Nay, there can be none; and 
I am ſure it will be practiſed by thoſe who have ſo much 
Conſcience, as to believe folemn Promiſes, © Oaths, and 
Subſcriptions, are binding and obligatory upon them. 


Moreover, conſider, Reverend Sirs, pray conſider, that, 
beſides diſcharging your Conſciences in the Sight of God, 
clearing yourſelves from the Imputation of Schiſm and Diſ- 
affection to the "Truths of our Eſtabliſhment, ye may alfo 
aſſure yourſelves theſe happy Effects will be the Conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Practice. Your reſpective Flocks will be 
kept together; they will punctually attend their Miniſters at 

$ their 


1 


their own Pariſh- Churches; ignorant Profeſſors will be in- 
ſtructed in the ſaving Doctrines of the Goſpel, from which 
we may hope the true Members of our Church will be ef- 
tabliſhed in the Truth as it is in Feſus, and will be thereby 
preſerved from being miſled by Error, and perverted by De- 
lJuſion; a glorious Spirit of Reformation will overſpread our 
Land, the Practice of Morality and good Works will abound, 


and our Church will ſoon become the Glory of the whole 
Ear th, 


O happy Period! A Time how much to be deſired! 


May the God of 'Truth and Power haſten it, for his Mercy's 
Sake. Amen. Fe. 
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H 1 8 nttle Tract was publiſhed in „ Paclend, ſome 
ears ago; but as it appears equally adapted to the ſlate of 
eligion in this country, wherein, alſo, there are ſo many 
„ falſe Apaſtler, deceitful warkers, transforming themſelves into 
2 the Apoſiles of Chri 4. the republication of it was judged ex- 
pedient: And as + ſent Editor reteived much edifica- 
tion from it himſelf, * humbly truſts that others will derive 
VB the ſame advantage, and be eh in 0 from the deluſive 
2 Principles of thoſe, ho, a@pgh in Sheep. s cloathing, are 
* —m— Fay Wolves | 
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